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High School Literacy
Definition:
Literacy is the ability to read, write, listen, speak, compute, and think strategically. It opens the ability 
to learn across all content areas and to transfer learning to new situations and contexts.

Guiding Question
What can I do to integrate literacy in all content areas?

Influence of Reading on Vocabulary Growth: The Matthew Effect
The Matthew effect proposes that individual differences and deficits in vocabulary skills directly impacts reading abilities. 
If students’ vocabulary skills are lacking at specific intervals (4th, 8th, and 10th grade), their reading abilities suffer.

Semantic maps
These graphic organizers provide a visual and organized way to learn vocabulary. The purpose of 
creating a map is to display the meaning-based connections between a word or phrase and a set of 
related words/concepts.

Frayer 
Diagram

The Frayer Model helps students connect prior knowledge to unfamiliar words by providing a visual 
to assist with learning words. It allows for analysis of information to examine words for definitions, 
characteristics, and examples/non-examples.

Word walls 
Word walls are a visual reminder of high frequency words and words from content covered in class.

• Add words gradually; about five words a week

• Use colors to help with connections

• Review the words on the wall often

Incorporate 
Summaries

Summarizing can help students better understand text and even to recognize when the meaning 
is unclear. Tips for writing summaries:

• Start with answering the essential 
question

• Write one sentence for each heading/
subheading in notes

• Clarify any points of confusion and adjust 
summary if needed

• Include information that answers the 
essential question

Read Like a writer
• Read the entire book at least once

• Look for the author’s persuasive tactics

• Take note of metaphors

Incorporate Literacy in All Content Areas

Speak    write    Read     Listen
Additional Resources
• Disciplinary Literacy Strategies for Success

• How To Develop Vocabulary in the Classroom

• Teaching Students to Summarize

• Visuwords

https://drive.google.com/file/d/196lxpI6SoJjFDNOsocp4WjmIbGE6fiSH/view
https://www.educationnext.org/how-to-develop-vocabulary-classroom/
https://files.ascd.org/staticfiles/ascd/pdf/journals/ed_lead/el_198812_anderson.pdf
https://visuwords.com/

