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Elementary Literacy

Definition:
While children begin the process of learning to read before entering school, they must be taught and use 
reading skills and strategies to learn about the world around them in every subject and content area.

Guiding Question
What impact can I have on my students' ability to read to help them be more successful in school?

Pillars of Reading: Phonological Awareness
The building blocks of reading, as defined by the National Reading Panel, include phonemic awareness, 
phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.

5 Levels of Phonological Awareness

Less complex activities

Rhyming & 
Alliteration

Sentence 
Segmentation

Syllables
Segmenting & blending

Onsets & Rimes
Blending & Segmenting

Phonemic Awareness

• Blending sounds 
(phonemes) into words

• Segmenting words 
into sounds

• Deleting & manipulating 
sounds in spoken words

More complex activities

Rhyming & 
Alliteration

Understanding rhyme and alliteration 
helps to develop students’ early 
phonological awareness skills. It lays 
the foundation for reading and writing 
success by helping learn word families. 
It’s where the learner develops an ear 
for sounds.

Sentence 
Segmentation

This teaches children that words work 
together to make up a sentence. We need 
words to work together to make what we 
read (and say) make sense.

Syllable: 
Segmenting 
& Blending

Syllable segmentation is important 
for the development of a child’s 
sound perception. Knowing the 
rules for syllable division helps 
students read words more 
accurately and helps them learn 
to spell words correctly.

Onsets & Rimes: 
Blending & 

Segmenting

Onset and rime are two parts of a word. 
The onset is the initial phonological unit of 
any word (e.g., the “c” in cat). The rime is 
the first vowel phoneme that follows 
(e.g., the “at” in cat or flat). Words that 
share the same rime are considered 
rhyming words.
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24 Consonant Phonemes/Graphemes

Phoneme Examples Graphemes

/b/ banana, bubbles b bb

/c/ car, duck c k, ck, q, ch

/d/ dinosaur, puddle d dd

/f/ fish, giraffe f ff, ph, gh

/g/ guitar, goggles g gg

/h/ helicopter h

/j/ jellyfish, fridge j g, dge, ge

/l/ leaf, bell l ll, le

/m/ monkey, hammer m mm, mb

/n/ nail, knot n nn, kn

/p/ pumpkin, puppets p pp

/r/ rain, write r rr, wr

Phoneme Examples Graphemes

/s/ sun, mouse /s/ ss, ce, se, c, sc

/v/ turtle, little /v/ tt

/t/ volcano, halve /t/ ve

/w/ watch, queen /w/ wh, u

/x/ fox /x/

/y/ yo-yo /y/

/z/ zip, please /z/ zz, ze, s, se

/sh/ shoes, television sh, ch, si, ti

/ch/ children, stitch ch, tch

/th/ mother th

/th/ thong th

/ng/ sing, ankle ng, n

Vocabulary
Vocabulary plays an important part in learning to read—it is the key to reading comprehension. 
Beginning readers must use the words they hear orally to make sense of the words they see in print.

Reading Comprehension
Students cannot understand what they are reading without knowing what most of the words mean. 
Comprehension means they understand the meaning of the text. Constructing Meaning is:

Interactive
It involves not just the reader but 
also the text and the context in 
which reading takes place.

Strategic
Readers have purposes for their 
reading and use a variety of 
strategies and skills as they 
construct meaning.

Adaptable
Readers change the strategies 
they use as they read different 
kinds of text or as they read 
for different purposes.

Additional Resources
• Why Phonological Awareness Is Important for Reading & Spelling

• National Reading Panel

• Rhyming and Alliteration: 7 Creative Ideas for the Classroom

https://www.readingrockets.org/article/why-phonological-awareness-important-reading-and-spelling
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/research/supported/nrp
https://www.lexialearning.com/blog/rhyming-and-alliteration-7-creative-ideas-classroom

