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Discussion Based Assessments 
(DBAs)

Definition:
A discussion based assessment (DBA) is a meaningful conversation between the teacher and student 
to help assess learning. Not only does it aide relationship building, but it also acts as an academic 
integrity safeguard.

Guiding Question
What questions can I ask to confirm a student's academic understanding while engaging 
in a safe and enriching conversation? 

Norman Webb’s Depth of Knowledge Framework
DBAs are used as a way to gauge knowledge so teachers can fill in the gaps. It is also a learning 
experience for the student. Webb’s framework describes levels of required student thinking in various 
tasks and ways to engage learners.

DOK Level Question Stems Example Questions

Level 1
Recall and
recognition

• Which of the following __?

• How would you describe __?

• Can you recall __?

• What is __?

• Can you identify __?

• What is the definition of __?

• When did __?

• What is the name of __?

• What is the definition of figurative 
language?

• How would describe a metamorphic 
rock?

• When did World War II occur?

Level 2
Using a skill
or concept

• What is the main idea of the first 
paragraph of the text?

• Explain how the data shows a linear 
relationship.

• Compare and contrast the French 
Revolution and the American Revolution

• How would you summarize __?

• What is an example of __?

• How would you use __?

• What examples/non examples can 
you find to __?

• How are ___ alike/different?

• Explain why/how __.

• What is the main idea of __?

• What was the cause of __?

• Compare and contrast __?
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DOK Level Question Stems Example Questions

Level 3
Requires 
strategic 
thinking

• What evidence supports __?

• How/why does the author __?

• Predict what would happen if __?

• What conclusions can you draw __?

• Analyze how __?

• Elaborate __?

• How would you test __?

• Do you agree/disagree with __? Explain.

• What evidence supports the author's claim 
use of social media lowers self-esteem?

• Predict what would happen if you 
double the temperature.

• Do you agree with the President's speech? 
Explain.

Level 4
Requires 
extended 

thinking and 
complex 

reasoning

• What further information would support 
your idea about __?

• How would you evaluate __?

• Create a (n) __ that __.

• Design a (n) __ that would __.

• Assess the validity of __.

• Apply __ and determine __.

• How would you prove/disprove __?

• Analyze the impact of __.

• Analyze the impact of the incorporation 
of the Bill of Rights.

• Design an experiment what demonstrates 
how the addition of hydrochloric acid affects 
the rate of reaction.

Best Practices for Teachers – Preparing a DBA

• Prioritize your students 
based on needs; support 
students who may be 
behind.

• Tailor the DBA based on 
the student’s learning; 
meet them where they 
are in the course.

• Review what students 
have completed, both 
online and offline work.

• Make the DBA 
student-centered. 
Students should be 
doing the bulk of the 
work in the DBA.

• Guide the student 
through certain 
questions; do not 
make them struggle.

• Enjoy this one-on-one 
time with your students. 
 

• DBAs are not one-sided 
conversations; students 
can also use this time to 
ask you questions.

• Make each DBA 
unique—do not have 
scripted questions.

Reminders for Students

Review the module/recent work 
and decide what topics are 

most important.

Have notes/study guides handy, 
highlight major themes of the 

module/unit

Answer DBA 
reflection questions. Relax and have fun!

What To Do when…

Students have high anxiety about 
speaking on the phone:
• Offer to send discussion topics beforehand.

• Instruct the student to discuss a favorite topic from 
the most recent unit to discuss (student choice).

• Set up a 1:1 tutoring/help session instead of a DBA.

The student is struggling, and the DBA 
is not going well:
• Ask the student to reflect on why he/she is struggling.

• If it is an academic integrity concern, address it immediately.

• If a student needs some time to think and prepare more, 
offer to reschedule.

Additional Resources
• Webb’s Depth of Knowledge Framework: The Basics

• ASU Prep Digital – Discussion Based Assessment Rubric

• Scheduling the DBA: Calendly & simplybook.me

https://blog.edmentum.com/webb%E2%80%99s-depth-knowledge-framework-basics
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V4uHoUu4cnRc-1O-AqJ2l0l7MMuFuZoJinJR8wkDMec/edit?rm=minimal
https://calendly.com/
https://simplybook.me/en/

