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Cul turally Inclusive Practices 
and Responsive Strategies

Definition:
"A culturally inclusive classroom is one where students and staff alike recognize, appreciate and 
capitalize on diversity so as to enrich the overall learning experience. Fostering a culturally inclusive 
learning environment encourages all individuals—regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, religious affiliation, 
socioeconomic status, sexual orientation or political beliefs—to develop personal contacts and effective 
intercultural skills." –Barker, et al.

Guiding Question
What does culturally inclusive teaching look like and how can I model that for my students?

Labels  and Predispositions: 
What have you heard about working with students labeled this way?

• African American Students

• English Language Learners

• Exceptional Education Students

• Gifted Students

• Latino Students

• LBGTQ Students

• Native American Students 

• Pan-Asian Students

• Refugee Students

• Students in Poverty 
(Free/Reduced Lunch/Title 1)

Asset-based Teaching:
Asset-based Teaching approaches each student as a whole person (culture, home life, prior experiences, and knowledge) 
with the perspective that all of these areas can be brought into the classroom environment. It focuses on students’ strengths 
and building learning around those strengths instead of highlighting any deficits or cognitive gaps.

Asset-Based
Opportunity focus

Student possesses cultural asset

Student strengths are highlighted

Student-centered instruction

What is present to build upon?

VS.
Deficit-Based Paradigm

Problem focused

Student is a burden

Student seen as lacking

Teacher-driven instruction

What is missing?
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Instead of saying...
Reframe with growth mindset, specificity, 
ownership, inquiry and cultural relevance.

“These students can’t…” How might we better help our students be successful 
through assignments, tools, etc?

“My students are not motivated.”
How might we make instruction more engaging and 

culturally relevant? When are our students most motivated?

“They have no background knowledge.”
What can they teach me based on their experiences? 
What matters most to my students and their families? 

“Parents don’t care about education.”
What types of school involvement can best engage our parents? 

How might we best support parents in supporting their child?

Culturally Responsive Teaching Strategies

Create 
positive and 

reciprocal 
teacher/student 

relationships

Build 
positive learning 

communities

Foster 
student 

engagement

Promote 
student-centered 

classrooms

Implement 
academic rigor

Additional Resources
• How asset-based teaching can improve classroom behavior

https://www.classcraft.com/blog/asset-based-teaching/

